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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael PowelI 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

R E  W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

RECEIVED 
AUG 1 3 2004 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

Chairman Powell: 

The PCC should hot impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid d1ing cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commwities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling caids; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk Mces already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Ip particular, many lm-hcome 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entkely upon prepaid service because they G- 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumeft can make calls fi6m payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or scbedule many of tbe other daily appoiatments that we all have. 

I simply fund it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Soma of the nation’s larged telephone companies wmld be the.Iargest beneficiaries of su& 
charges. The FCC &odd stand up for consumer interestis over co~omte  gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemaiby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications'Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chainn.an Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or &ordable housing to staying jn , 
touch with family aud fiends. But pending befbre the PCC i s  a proposaI that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, parb'cularly those on fmed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to I o d  
tdephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face shilar challenges. 

As a resuh, prepaid calling cards are the osly option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone sexvice. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will dkectIy harm individuals who can I tast  aSord price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged mmm.  Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even *en they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substadally less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to  impose new access charges and fws on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
, Commissiowr Kathleen Abernatby 

Il Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 

Congressperson 
SCMtOr 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman MichaeI Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

RECEIVED 
AUG 1 3 2004 

Federal Communications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon psepaid calling cards. If you 
mom to increase the cod of these ca~ds, you will simpIy drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase far pre-paid calling cads; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with mcmes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calling cards are so p m l e a t  in patt because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumm hostage, we should 
not be hced with rising teleqhone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they m o t  
meet the credit rating or hefty deqosit reqnirements that local phone cornpauies insist upon before 
getting a phone. Witb prepaid cards, consimers can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. W e  OWI use rhese cards to stay "connected" as w e  look for 
jobs, bunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appokkntnrs that w e  all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges 'and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies wouId be the largest benefioim'es of such 
charges. The FCC should.stand up for consumer interests over coipOrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling d s  a priority. 

Commissioner Kevin Martin . 
Commissioner Jonathan Adcldch 
S t n a b  
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RECEIVED 
AUG I 3 2004 

Federal Communications Co$missbn 
Office of the Secretary 

RE; WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairmen Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upan prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to i n m e  the cost of tbese cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is pardcularly sensitive to my price increase far pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% o f  Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have ussd prepaid cards. 'Prepaid calling cards ate so prevakmt in part becausa 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and mik prices already holding fixed and Iow income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with r is ing  telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon plepaid',strviCe because tbey cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon More 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers cgm make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of f d y  members and neighbors. We can use these oards to stay "conneued" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointm&ts that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaghible that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nafion's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC s h o d  stand up for consumer ialreste over eorpmte gain by keejhg 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priori@. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmn&y 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J O M & ~  Adelstein 
senator 
Senator 
Congresspe;son 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ' 
445 12th $Wet., S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE; W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

AUG I 3 2004 

The IFCC sbodd not impose new access chargos and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you willBimply drive up the cost fm minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their communitie~. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. In- half of the households vrith incomes 
below $20,000 have. used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices ah.eady holding fmed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone s d c e  costs as well. In particular, many low-incame 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becsuse they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these w&6 to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthc other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unh,aghable that the FCC would impose new charges imd fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chargw. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over cbiporate gah by keeping 
affordsble prepaid d n g  car& a priority. 

' 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner K& Martin ' 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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RECEIVED 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket Na.03-133 

'Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. I ~ Y Q U  
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid d i n g  oards; 
approximately 43% of Latino bausehoJds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Rre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consum- money- 

With gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on f i  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid servjce because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hew deposit requhmcnts that local phone companies insist upon befate 
getting a phone. With prqaid cards, consumers can make calls firm payphones or the teiiphones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to sw "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoiniments that we afl have, 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interads over cor'porate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Commissioner Ksthleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 

, Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 RECEIVED 
Chainan Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman PowelI: 

AUG I 3 2004 

The FCC should not impose new a c c q s  charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Kyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for rnhority or 
disadvantaged individuds to stay in touch in their commdes.  

The Latino community is padcularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling caids; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 bave USBd prepaid cards. Prepaid calfing cards are so prevalent m part because 
they save consmers money. 

With g a ~  and milk prices aIready holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many law-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sGfviw because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hew deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon befie 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fb5m payphones or the telephones 
of Eamiky members and neighbors, We caa use these cards to stay ''connecttdn as we look for 
jobs, bunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appohfmcnts that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and ftes on these cards. 
Some o f  the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 

umet interesb over co;pOrate gah by keepbg 

Commissionex J e a  
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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prohibited. If you have received this facsimile in error, plerure lrnmedlately notify us by telephone to arrange for 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ’ 

445 12th SIT* S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 . 

RJ5: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fm on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card sewices for a variety of nceds. Many of  these cbnsumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay’a large deposit for local telephone 
senrice. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be tbe only option +ey have to stay connected - to make phone calls to look for a job, for affwdable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards o f k  convenjence and predictable cost, as 
there arc no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Repajd calling cafds are 
indispensable to consumer goups because they are an affordable altematrv . etoregularand 
wireless teIephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would finnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fdl squarely up” those consumers that can least Sard to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies wilI substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jaopardizing the benef3s Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rateis on American oop~sumtrs and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new a c p s  charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission ' 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

RECEIVED 

RE: WC Pocket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income familits, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling ctird services for a variety ofneeds. Many of thcse consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for I 4  telephone ' 

service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to Iook for a job, for fiordable housing, make a doctor's appoinment, or 
stay in touch wirh family and fir'ends. These cards offix convenience and predictable GO& as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged m, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these 'wds increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an afTordabIe ahnative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC d l  do if it Mi& ncw"in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdcn would fall s q w l y  upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-pajd calls, jeopardizing ihe bend- Latino and other wmmunities gain 
from thesc sewices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and ather fees. 

Sincerely,, 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Seaator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over thc world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommunications scrvices to keep in touch with family and friends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay connected, immediately harrning the tens of thousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state’’ access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling,card services. American service personnel, particularly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be IeA without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards wiIl directly harm individuals who are most in need of vital phone service to keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for our 
military personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissiomr Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Smator 
Senator 
Congresspcrson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th streef S.W. 

R E  W C  Docket No. 03-1 33 

Chairman Powell; 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these! cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or . 
disadvantagcd individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use thwn. Indeerl. hatf of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. --paid callmg cards are SO prevalent in part because 
thv save consumers money. 

With gas and miIk prices already holding fixed and low income co~umers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telepbont service GostpI as well. In pardcular, many low-income 
households who are on fked incomes depend entirely upon prepaktscrvice because t hy  cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty atposit requjments that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers csn make calls h m  payphones or the telephoacs 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay yconnected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt fbr houses, or schedule many of the other d a i  appointments that we all have. 

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and h s  on .these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of Suoii 
charges. The FCC should up for c011slimer interests over coGrate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i h g  c a d s  a priority. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Midme1 &pps 
Commissioner Kath(een Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Comissioaer Jonathan Adelstein 
senator 
Senator 
Congresspeason 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not ,npose new hidden charges and fkes on prep, calling card 
services. 

Mmoritim, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college studcnts and military 
families rely upon calling wd services for a variety of needs, Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a latge deposit for local telephone 
service. FOT these conshers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone c a b  to look for a job, for affordable bow- make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and sends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In cmnornically disadvantaged areas, c o n m m  literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards mcrease. Prepaid calling cards arc 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wirejess telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and orher fees on pre-paid cards. T h e  fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fdl s q m l y  upon those consmers that can least afford to 
beark 

Adding access charges to be paid,to local telephone companies vi11 substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino md other communities &in 
h m  these services. Please stop any e m  to raise rates on American consumem and decide that 
these sewices are not subject to the exorbitant new access chargw and other fees. 

Commissioner Kattdpar Abcmathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michacl Powell. 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: W C  Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC,not impose new hidden charges and fces on prepaid calling card 
semjoes. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and militmy 
families rely upon calling card sefvjces for a vm-ety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the meads to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone cdls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appobtment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumera literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incl.ea~e. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are au affixdable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes art precisely what the FCC will do if it Mi& new "in-statd' access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
cornpanics while the butdm would Fat1 squarely upon tbose comumers that can least af€ibrd to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the befits Iatino and other communMes gain 

' 

h i n  these servjces. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these m ' c e s  are not subject to the exorbitmt new access charges m d  other fees. 

ccs: Conimisoionu Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Sellator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street$ S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

J am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
semi ces . 
Minorities, low-income h i l i e s ,  senior citiztns, immigrants, college students and mili&uy 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connect& 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appobtment, or 
stay in touch with family and fkiends. These cards offer convenjence and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consum~s literdly 
risk being disconnected if the prices of  these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an af€ordabft aJtcmative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC wiIl do if it inflicts new “in-fztate’’ access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies wbik the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least af€ord to 
beark 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies Will substantially incnase tbe per 
minute charges on pre-paid caIls, jeopardizing the benefits Zatina and other communities gain 
&om these strvices. Please stop any affbrt to raise rates on American confllma~ and decide that 
these sedvices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otber fets. 

ccs; Commissioner Micbael Copps 
Comrnissimer Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445  12th s m  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing LO ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
senices, 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card servjces for a variety of needs. Many o f  these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for Iocal telephone ' 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to slay c~nnected  
-to make phone calls to look for a job, fix afforddblc housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch witb family and friends. These cards off- convenience and predictable ~ 0 %  as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumem literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices of these cards increase- Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable aknative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" ~~ccess charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards- The fees wauld.Amnd directly b Imp local telephone 
companies while the burdm would fill squarely upon those consumers that can least agbrd to 
bearit. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopdzing the bentfits Latino and other cornmudties gain 
fhm these services. Please stop any a i  to raise ntcs on Americas cdnmmus and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. . 

cos: Commissioner Mcbael Copps . .  
Commissioner Kathleen Abrmatlly 
Commissioner Kavin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
SeDator 
Sen- 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chaim& Poweli, 

1 am writing I o  ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling catd 
services. 

Minorities, law-income fatnilies, senior ciiiZens, immigrants, college students a d  m i l i i  
families rely upon calling card seMccs for a vaiety of needs. Many ofthese consumws do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be tbe ody  option they have to stay cme.cted 
- to make phone calls to look fm a job, for affordable housms make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards o&r convenience and predictable eo% as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards haease. Prepaid calling catds art 
indispensable to co~lsumef groups because they are an affordable aHrmative to regular and 
wireless teIephone sentices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the F'cc will do if it inflicts new %-.state" access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local tckphone 
Compsnies while the burdea would fall squarely upon those consumem that can least afXord to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies Will substantially h c h e  +e per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the  bend^ La& and othor communities gain 
from rhese services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide tbat 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and otber fees. - 

. .  

Sincerely, A n  

ccs: Commissioner Wchael Copps 
Commkiancr Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin , 

Commissioacr Sonathen Adekteim 
Senatw 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Comunications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DOCketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you witl simply drive. up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prc-paid calling cards, 
approximately'43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households w'tb incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid catds. %paid calliug cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices &eady holding fad and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced witb rising telephone servjce costs as weI1. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fitxi incomes depend entirely upon pmpaid d o e  because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hedty daposit requiremeats that local phone oompanies insist upon Wore 
gettiug a phoac. With prepaid cards, consumem can make calls fim payphones or the telephones 
of family members and dghbors. W e  can use these cards to stay "canntottdn as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simpiy fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telepaOne companies would be the largest bendidttries ofsuch 
cbaqes. The FCC should stnnd up for consumer interests over co&orate gab by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

' 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 4 Commissioner Kameen Ab 

Commissioner Jonahaa Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

C h a k a n  Michael Powell 
Federal Communicalians Commission 
445 12tb Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Cheiman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communii,;s rely upon .aw-cost tcltcommunidons services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or &rdable housing to staying ia 
touch with f'ly and fiends. But pendink bcfm the FCC is a proposal &at would introduce 
new charges and fkes upon services upon which w e  depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-stal.e" access charges and other fecs on 
cer&in m a i d  calling card services. Maay Latinos, particUtarly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and ather means necessary to,subsm%e to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable raw. 
Students, immigranrs, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a rcsuh, prepaid calling cards are the ady @on mailable - without tbem, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be lefi witbout access to telephone service. Raising the price of prerpaid 
calling cards wilt directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

lmposing in-state charges would mount to a substantia1 increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Anowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even wbcn they do nat sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these seivices substantially less affordable. Please 
look out fw consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and f&s an prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

CCS: khnrnissioner khchael Copps . 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernarby 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

, 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th S l m q  S.W. 

RE: W C  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the. FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid caIling card 
senfices. 

Minorities, low-income fhilies, senior citizens, immigrants, college sNdEnts and d i t a r y  
f ~ E e s  rely upon calling card SMVjces for a variety of needs. Many of tbcse consumm do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service.. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calb to look for a job, fbr f i r d a b k  bousing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and %ends. These cards offer convenimce and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literilrly 
risk being disconnected ifae prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling wdg are 
indispensable to coxmma groups because they are an affbrdable altcrnativc to regular and 
wireless telephone strvicts. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC wiil do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. n e  fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies wbile the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will rubsrantially inmase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other commupWes gain 
fiom thew services. Please stop any offort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

n Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps , 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioncr Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Addstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

E WC  Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hiddem charges and fw on prepaid calling Oard 
services, 

Minorities, low-income families, seniar citizens, irnmigmm, college d e n t s  and rnilita~y 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs, Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit fbr local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only o p t h  they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. Tbese cards offer convenience and predictable cost, 85 
there arc no hidden fees or charges. In economicalIy disadvantagd areas, ~ n m e r s  literazly 
risk being disconnecied ifthc prices of these cards increase. Prepaid callkg cards are 
indispwable to c o m e r  groups because they are an affbrdable &emathe to regular and 
wireless lelephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC WilI do if it inflicts new ‘%katc’’ acccss charges 
and other fees on pmpaid cards. The fw would h e 1  directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumcts tbat can least afford to 
bear it 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies win SubstantialJy incredse the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls,jeopardizing the benefii Latino and other cammlinities gain 
from these services. Please gtop any effort tq rdse rates on American conmfmers‘ and decide 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other ftes. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adclstcin 
Senator 
Senabr 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael hweU 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chatges and fees upon prepaid d i n g  cards. If you 
move to increase the cost o f  tbtse cards, you will simply drive up the cost fot minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their c o m u n ~ c s .  

The Latho community is particularly sensitive to any pece increme for pte-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Xndeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid caJling cards are so prevdent in part because 
they Save collsumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs tt9 well. Jn particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entireiy upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone’companies insist upon Worn 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or telephones 
of h i l y  members and neighbors. W e  can. use these cards to stay ‘‘cumeded“ BS we look fbr 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoiatmentS that we aI1 have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new chargas and fees on thew cards. 
Some of the nation’s farg~st telephone companies would be the hugest benfician’es of such 
charges. The FCC should siand up for consumer intuostS o w  &&rate gniJI by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cad  a priority. 

,$incerely, 

c a ’  ‘3) ’9QJ 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Ab- 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissimm Jomtbnn Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
congrcsspcrson 
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July 7,2004 

C h a h a n  Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or effordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduw 
new charges and fees upon services upon which w e  depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ’‘in-state’’ access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card seroices. Many Latinos, pBTticularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit hisiory, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, h d  others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avdtable - without tbem, marry consumers 
could, quite litexally, be left witbout access to telephone sewice. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will drrectly hann individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged cons\rmers, Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even %&en they do not sell the d h g  card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; lhus making these semi& substantially less dodablle. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fw on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commission= Michael Copp 
Commissioner Icatheen Abmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mertin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
senam 
Congressperson 
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JuIy 7,2004 

Chainhan Michacl Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 205.54 

1 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecomrnunjoations sentices to 
accomplish maoy every day tasks, fiom looking for a job or affordable housing to stayhng in 
touch with famiry and fiends. But pending More the FCC is a proposal that would Mute 
new charges and fees upon services up00 which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
1;atinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" access charges and ather fees on 
certain prepaid calling card serviw- Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed inmrnes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts a d  other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others fact similsr challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only d$on available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone sewice. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cads will directly harm individuals who can lead d o r d  pria  incresse~. 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to colleot such charges, even when they do not s c U  the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affwdablc. Please 
look out for consumers and rehe  to impose new access charges and f a s  on prepaid calling card 
services. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Coppa 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congresspwson 

a 



07/15/2004 1 5 : 5 7  FAX @I 017 

July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dcw Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communitie- rely upon IOW-C~S. ,hxmmmications serviw to 
accomplish many every day tasks, fiorn looking i%r a job or affordable bowing to staying in 
touch with family and fiends. But pending bef'orc the FCC i s  a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services- Mauy Latinos, particulatly those on fixed incomes or those 
estabIishhg a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to s u b m i e  to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set af3ordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only optionavaiIable - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be Jeft without access to telephone smh. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly hann individuals who can least afford price increases, 

Imposing in-state charges would mount to a substantid increase in tbe cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged con==. Allowing the large, focal 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less effordablc. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new amss charges and fecs on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner KWJ~GGII Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


